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2016 will likely be remembered as an important year for both South Africa and 
the world, dominated by a number of high-pro�le events which could shape 
the next decade of politics and economics. 
  
Domestically, 3rd August 2016 marked one of the most important days in 
South Africa’s constitutional era, as the country embarked on its most closely 
contested party elections in 22 years of democracy. These municipal elections 
were characterised by the rise of alternatives to single-party dominance, 
especially in the large urban areas such as Tshwane, Nelson Mandela Bay, 
Johannesburg, and Ekurhuleni. Regardless of one’s individual political 
af�liations, an increase in inter-party competition should be welcomed by the 
average citizen. Accountability, after all, is what elections are essentially 
about, and the real prospect of being voted in to or out of power may create a 
greater sense of urgency in basic service delivery and infrastructure 
development across the entire country. This would undoubtedly be to the 
bene�t of every South African.   

Globally, the year was de�ned most prominently by a sharp increase in 
nationalist and populist rhetoric in a number of developed countries. In the 
UK, citizens voted to leave the European Union, effectively rejecting the trade 
and immigration bene�ts which come with continental integration in favour 
of a more isolated and protectionist policy stance.  Across the Atlantic a very 
similar theme emerged in the run up to the US presidential election, which 
ultimately saw an emboldened Donald Trump emerge victorious in another 
blow to globalisation and international trade.  Both these developments have 
the potential to impact the lives of virtually everyone, depending crucially on 
the scale and intensity of implementation by new leaders. The chapter on 
global populism is therefore far from closed, and 2017 elections in Germany, 
France and the Netherlands may give us even further evidence of the 
structural shift in public sentiment that we have seen so far. 

In South Africa’s 2017, the ruling party’s consultative conference in June and 
its elective conference in December are likely to shape the direction of party 
and state policy in the years ahead. The importance of decisions made at these 
events cannot be understated, as they will undoubtedly impact all citizens of 
this country in one way or another. While �nancial volatility may rise in the 
wake of new political uncertainties, it is important to remember that Oasis has 
taken every care to ensure that our clients’ savings are invested in a way which 
ensures high levels of diversi�cation, both locally and globally, providing 
superior downside protection and great potential for long term real wealth 
creation.  

Over recent years we have frequently referred to the ageing of global populations, 
driven predominantly by longer life expectancies, and the impact that this may 
have on economic growth as well as �nancial market returns. However, it is 
important as savers and investors that we go further than this, particularly when 
considering the signi�cant implications that these developments have for 
retirement planning. For example, as life expectancies rise across the world, your 
retirement savings will on average need to fund a longer retirement period. This 
can only be achieved in two ways – by increasing the size of your pension pot (by 
saving more from an earlier age), or reducing your retirement drawdown rate 
(effectively reducing your annual income during retirement). 

Clearly, it is far preferable to pursue the former than the latter, which is why we 
at Oasis have consistently encouraged our clients to begin saving for retirement at 
the earliest possible date. If future �nancial market returns are unlikely to 
outperform the past, a higher savings rate could prove absolutely crucial to a 
comfortable and rewarding retirement period. We encourage our readers to 
contact their IFAs or call Oasis on 0860 100 786 in order to better understand the 
optimal way to approach retirement savings in a low growth, long life-expectancy 
world.

During the festive season, it is important to enjoy your time with family and 
friends. However, it is also extremely rewarding to take some time out to help 
those who are less fortunate. In keeping with the spirit of the season, Oasis treated 
the residents of Beit-ul-Aman Old Age Home to an enjoyable end of year 
celebration that was shared by all. In addition, we also treated the residents of the 
Habibia Children’s Home to the production of Annie, which was held at the 
Artscape theatre.

With 2017 now underway, let us continue to draw upon lessons learned, many of 
which have been valuable, as we make our way through the year.  
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